[Vasculitis of the nervous system in infectious diseases].
Vasculitis and vasculopathies of the central and peripheral nervous system can be caused by infectious diseases. Vasculitis can lead to stenosis, occlusion and aneurysm formation of blood vessels which may result in stroke or cerebral haemorrhage. In cases of peripheral nervous system involvement mononeuritis multiplex and symmetric peripheral neuropathy are possible. The diagnosis is based on clinical presentation, serology, cerebrospinal fluid analysis and neuroradiologic examinations. In cases of peripheral neuropathy neurophysiologic examinations and biopsy of the sural nerve can lead to the diagnosis. A fast and efficient antimicrobial therapy is the most important treatment option. In cases of peripheral neuropathies short-term treatment with corticosteroids and plasma exchange may be helpful.